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and cast and work it, and the tin required is found in compara-
tively few places.   The invention of bromse is probably to bo

placed in Mesopotamia, Ancient Babylonia, with the Semitic race,
from whence it spread over other lands through commerce, The
fact that in some so-called prehistoric graves, stone and bronco
implements are found, with the practical absence of iron, can in
no instance be considered valid evidence that a bronxe age nue-
ceeded the stone age, for where these bronze remains are found
they almost invariably show themselves to be of superior char-
acter and traceable in design and form to those used by Home
cultured nation at a distance. An instance of thin are the
remains found in the Lake Dwellings of Switzerland, where eer*
1 tain excavations yield stone implements only, while others thorni
of stone and bronze, but the bronsso implements are of nuch per-
fection and of clearly Oriental and Etruscan character, that
there is but little doubt they wore.introduced through commerce,
Incidentally there are in the same vicinity remainn of mowfc
ancient, primitive iron smelting furnaces, near which iron and
stone tools are found. It is not surprising that in the finds of
ancient remains, bronsso or copper should be predominant, when
the ready corrodibility of iron is considered, Under certain
climatic conditions less than a thousand yearn arc amply Hufll-
cient to remove all traces of iron ronmiiiH.,

With these facts in view it seems very probable that when
the various peoples possessing primitive culture entered into
their historic era, viss., that era of which definite records exint,
they were acquainted with certain of tho common inutaln, gold,
iron, and copper, and somewhat more rarely with silver, lend,
and tin, dependent to a large degree on their environment.

The Metals in Early Historic Times* --Tho o'arHtwt; known
records of a civilisation sire found in Babylonia, in tho district
of Mesopotamia, where a people of Homitio origin settled about
8000 to 10,000 B,O., coming from the upper TigrlH-KuphratoH
River regions. The country they came to occupy was inhabited
by descendants of primitive Aryan tribes, of Awia Minor and the
Caucasus, who probably possessed a decided culture of their
own. The mixture of these races gave rise to a decided Baby-
lonian culture which spread into western Aftia, northern Africa,
and even into Europe. Records of tho anoiont Babylonian*
date back to about 5000 B.C.